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Aug. 1: Guatemalan Health Minister Miguel Angel Montepeque told reporters that eight cases of
cholera had been confirmed, one in Retalhuleu department, and seven in Coatepeque, San Marcos
department. In addition, 67 persons were under observation at the Coatepeque hospital. Next, the
minister confirmed that the Rio Suchiate, which serves as border between Guatemala and Mexico
and is used for irrigation, was contaminated with cholera. Aug. 2: The UN High Commissioner
on Refugees (UNHCR) and the Mexican Refugee Assistance Committee (COMAR) implemented
precautions to avoid the spread of cholera among Guatemalan refugees in the Mexican states of
Chiapas, Campeche and Quintana Roo. According to the UNHCR, 23,000 Guatemalan refugees
live in 128 camps in Chiapas, and 19,000 in camps in Campeche and Quintana Roo. [In Chiapas,
health authorities reported the deaths of 12 cholera victims in Ciudad Hidalgo, near the Guatemalan
border.] During a trip to the border area, Guatemalan Health Minister Montepeque told reporters
that cases of cholera had been confirmed in San Marcos and Retalhuleu departments, and
the coastal region of Queztaltenango department. The Guatemalan Congress recommended
chlorination of drinking water, and prohibiting the sale of seafood and raw vegetables. Aug. 4:
Panamanian public health authorities confiscated a large supply of seafood and other foodstuffs
from a Russian vessel at the Cristobal port in Colon. Health Minister Guillermo Rolla told journalists
that the boat had sailed from Nicaragua without undergoing a sanitation inspection. Guatemalan
deputy health minister Renato Palma suggested to reporters that cholera was introduced into
Mexico from Peru via drug trafficking. He said the disease had skipped Central America and was
first detected not in Mexican ports, but in the nation's interior. Three specialists in tropical diseases
from the US Center for Disease Control (CDC) arrived in Guatemala to work on decontamination
of the Rio Suchiate. Aug. 5: Health authorities in Guatemala department implemented strict control
over 13,000 street food vendors. Montepeque told Notimex that while over 150,000 Guatemalans
could be affected with cholera, hospital facilities were capable of providing care to only 60,000.
Nicaraguan radio stations began broadcasting public service messages on cholera prevention and
treatment. The 15- minute daily programs will be directed specifically at mothers. Honduran health
officials announced that a song recorded by Honduran musicians explaining cholera prevention
will be distributed in Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador. Aug. 6: The Costa Rican government
suspended import of Guatemalan vegetables. Montepeque said that a team of consultants from the
Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) had arrived and would work on cholera prevention
in the border region. He said 15 cases had been confirmed and that 121 persons were under
observation in the Coatepeque hospital. In Coatepeque, officials shut down street food vendors for
a "prudent period." Over 8,000 vendors were affected. In Geneva, the World Health Organization
released a report on the spread of cholera in Latin America. As of July 31, 271,695 cases had been
confirmed, and 2,956 persons had died of the disease. Aug. 7: Deputy Guatemalan health minister
Renato Palma Ramos told reporters Guatemalan and Mexican health officials had formed a joint
commission to fight the spread of cholera in the border region. He said that among the commission's
first tasks would be a project to decontaminate the Rio Suchiate. Palma Ramos said the Guatemalan
government had appropriated $25 million to combat cholera, $12 million of which had already
been spent. Montepeque said 25 persons had been diagnosed with cholera in the border region.
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[In Mexico, 327 cases of cholera have been confirmed.] A Nicaraguan Economy and Development
Minister spokesperson denied they were considering restricting imports of Guatemalan products.
Aug. 8: Costa Rican deputy health minister Manuel Cortes told reporters that a resident of Rio
Coco de Burica, located near the Panamanian border, had died of cholera-like symptoms. He said
that an autopsy was being carried out to confirm the cause of death. Guatemalan Health Minister
Montepeque said the number of confirmed cases of the disease had increased to 41. Guatemalan
officials asserted that the Costa Rican decision to suspend imports constituted a "lack of solidarity
among brothers." (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 08/01/91, 08/02/91, 08/04/91, 08/06-08/91; EFE,
08/02/91; AFP, 08/02/91, 08/04/91, 08/06/91; Notimex, 08/05/91, 08/07/91)
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